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Abstract: 
Various scientific findings from fundamental neuroscience and cognitive science research 
are currently being fructified as "neurotech," and many technology companies and bio-
benchers are rapidly accelerating their attempts at social implementation. In this report, we 
will focus on the fact that Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) or Brain-Machine Interface (BMI) 
technology is at the core of neuroscience technology, collectively referred to as "neurotech," 
and give a brief overview of the society that BCI/BMI aims to achieve, as well as its potential 
and risks. 
 
Given the potential and risks of BCI/BMI, the need for technology governance is now being 
recognized internationally. Discussions on ELSI related to neurotechnology are taking place 
in various international organizations and frameworks, including UNESCO, UNICEF, UN 
Human Rights Council, OECD, and IEEE. They are also making recommendations and 
proposals for normative control. 
 
Behind these international trends, we can find the accumulation of discussions that have 
taken place in neuroethics and neurolaw. Moreover, the current focus of academic and 
political debates can be understood in terms of two main trends: "neurorights" and 
"cognitive liberty." In this paper, I will focus on neurolaw and attempt to describe the current 
state of neurolaw by briefly reviewing both the past and present of the debate. 
 
Finally, I will conclude by identifying what "unsolved problems" remain to make the 
normative governance of neurotechnology meaningful and effective in the future and what 
is needed to solve them. 
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